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of Jerusalem, which offws an aspect in any degree pleasing and ver-
dunt. The plantations of olives, figs, and palms, were numerous there,
and gave their names to the villages, farms, or enclosures of Beth-
phage, Gethsemane, and Bethany.1 There were upon the Mount
of Olives two great cedars, the memory of which was long pre-
served amongst the dispersed Jews; their branches served as an
asylum to clouds of doves, and under their shade were established
small bazaars.2 All this precinct was in a inrmier the abode of
Jesus and his disciples: they knew it field by field and house by
house.

The village of Bethany, in particular, 3 situated at the summit of
the hill, upon the incline which commands the Dead Seti and the
Jordan, at a journey of an hour and a half from Jerusalem, was tlie
place especially beloved by Jesus.4 He there made the acquaintance
of a family composed of three persons, two sisters and a brother,
whose friendship had a great chaim for him.5 Of the two sisters,
the one, named Martha, was an obliging, kind, and assiduous
person ;6 the other, named Mary, on the contrary, pleased Jesus
by a sort of languor,? and by her strongly-developed speculative
instincts. Seated at the feet of Jesus, she often forgot, in listen-
ing to him, the duties of real life. Her sister, upon whom fell all
the duty at such times, gently complained. " Martha, Martha,"
said Jesus to her, " thou art troubled, and carest about many
things; now, one thing only is needful. Mary has chosen the
better part, which will not be taken away." 8 Her brother, Eleazar,
ot Lazarus, was also much beloved by Jesus 9 Lastly, a certain
Simon, the leper, who was the owner of the house, formed, it
appears, part of the faniily.io It was there, in the enjoyment of a
pious friendship, that Jesus forgot the vexations of public life.

1 Talmu of Bab, Pesachim} 53 a.                      * Talxn. of Jerus., Taanifk, iv% 8.

8 Now M-Azeri&, (from El-Azir, the Arabic name of Lazarus;) in the Cllristiau
texts of tlie Middle Ages, Jjazarium.

4 Matt. xxi. 17,18; Maik XL 11,12,                * John XL 5.

6 Luke x. 38-42; John xii. 2.                          7 John xi. 20.

8 Luke X. 33, and following.                            9 John xi. 35, 36.

10 Matt, xsvi, 6; Mark xiv. 3; Luke vii. 40-43: John xil 1, and following.